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In Praise of Kirtan 
 

27 Songs for Meditation  
by the 19th-Century Bhakti-Mystic 

Bhaktivinoda Thakura  
 
The Bengali poem-songs (bhajans) in this book were composed by Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura (born Kedarnath Datta) [2 September 1838 – 23 June 1914], a bhakti 
sage and kirtaniyer of the 19th century. He was a highly placed government 
official in British-ruled India who was a leading philosopher of the Bengali 
Renaissance.  
 
Though Bhaktivinoda Thakura had fourteen children with his wife, Bhagavati, 
and had important government service, he was not only a prolific poet, he also 

wrote over one hundred books, both fiction 
and nonfiction, including major treatises.  
 
In the bhajans in this book, you’ll hear the 
Thakura’s love of kirtan and his deep feeling 
for the Holy Names, or the Hare Krishna 
maha-mantra. Within these gems of his 
poetry are the philosophical foundations that 
form the bedrock of kirtan.  
 
In fact, the essence of all of Vedanta, 
including the Upanishads, Puranas, and 
Bhagavad Gita are contained in the 
Thakura’s poetry. 
 
By entering into the meaning of these 
bhajans one can begin to glimpse the 
genuine feeling, or bhava, of bhakti and be 
transported into the spiritual realm. 
 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s bhajans are my 

favorite way of giving expression to my own deepest spiritual longings – 
especially when I have passed through dark spiritual nights.  
 
Sometimes I recited the English translations of one of the Thakura’s songs and 
meditated on it throughout the day. This greatly enhanced my daily meditation 
and carried the experience of kirtan into my days. 
 
Sometimes I sat to play harmonium and sing. Sitting alone with my 
harmonium, I often cried out these gorgeous poems.  
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Try these meditations yourself. Read a poem in the morning and bring it up in 
your memory at least twice a day.  
 
Or before attending a kirtan or chanting japa (individual chanting on prayer 
beads, or malas), read a poem and remember it while chanting. I promise you a 
special experience! 
 
In the Bhagavata Purana, the philosophical sequel to Bhagavad Gita, it’s said 
that by mediating on or repeating the prayers of exceptional saints one can 
please the Supreme very easily. 

 

You can sing these songs in English or 
Bengali, though the poetry works better in 
its original language composition.  
 
They are especially sweet when accompanied 
by the traditional bhajan instruments. I 
favor the harmonium.  
 
Bengal has a long tradition of kirtan. Many 
of the melodies we hear in the West have 
come from Bengal, where hundreds of 
melodies are played. 
 
At the end of most of the bhajans here, I 
have included a link to MP3s where you can 
hear the bhajan sung in Bengali.  

 
The majority of the links are to the website of my friend Yamuna Devi. She was 
very fond of Bhaktivinoda Thakura and his poems. Between 2005 and 2009, 
Yamuna Devi and her close friend Dina Tarine, hosted a regular kirtan 
gathering in their modest home (which they built themselves) in the wild of 
British Columbia, Canada. During this time period their group sang all of the 
Thakura’s bhajans and captured them on tape. Some of the recordings are not 
pristine, but the melody is clear.  
 
Whether you’re singing or playing harmonium, I hope you enjoy the Bengali 
melodies you find here. Some are exotic, some haunting, some lovely but all are 
unique and add to the music of our world. 
 
Though Bhaktivinoda Thakura composed hundreds of songs on numerous 
bhakti topics, I have selected bhajans that are about the kirtan of the Holy 
Names. All but one of these come from Thakura’s song book called Gitavali. 
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His compilations of other bhajans are called Saranagati, Kalyana Kalpataru, 
and Gitamala. Each book contains more than 50 poem-songs. 
 
I hope these bhajans move you into a deeper appreciation for prema-kirtan and 
facilitate you entering into profound meditative states that are possible by the 
grace of kirtan of the Holy Names.  
 
You’ll notice on the contents page that the 27 songs are repeated. In the first 
block, I have included the Bengali with the English translation. In the second 
block, only the English translation remains. In this way, if you like, you can 
print out the pages with just English for your personal meditation. 
 

 
For those of you interested in learning more 
about Bhaktivinoda Thakura, there is a 
biography of him called Seventh Gosvami by 
Rupa Vilasa Das, which I’ve made available 
for download on my website here.
 

 

To aid in learning these traditional songs, I 
have included a Bengali Pronunciation 
guide, courtesy of www.kksongs.org, at the 
end of the book.  
 
My wish is that the Westerners who are 
developing an affinity for kirtan take joy in 
this book.  
 
May Bhaktivinoda Thakura help you dive 
deeper into the authentic bhava of bhakti.  
 

 
Onto the bhajans! 
 
From my heart to yours, 
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Sri Chaitanya and 
Nityananda Rama  

the inaugurators of 
prema-kirtan 
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1. Keno Hare Krishna Nam 
 
(refrain) 
keno hare krishna nam hari bole 
mano pran kande na 
  
(1) 
pakhi na jani kon aparadhe 
mukhe hare krishna nam bolo na 
  
(2) 
baner pakhi re dhare rakhalam hridoy mandire 
madhu makha ei hari nam 
pakhi re sikhaile sikhe 
  
(3) 
pakhi sakal nam bolte paro 
keno hare krishna nam bolo na 
keno hare krishna nam hari bole mano pran kande na 
  
(4) 
calo pakhi ruper deshe jai 
je deshete maner manush asha jaoya nai 
  
(5) 
pakhi re tor marana kalete 
carabi vaser dolate 
ore car janete kandhe kore 
loye jabe smashan ghatete 
  
(6) 
ore o tor mukhe aguna jihve tule 
ki korobi tai bolo na 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
Refrain: Oh, why does my heart not weep from chanting the Holy Names Hare 
Krishna? 
  
1) The bird of my heart does not know what past sinful activities in has 
committed to cause this inability to chant Hare Krishna properly. 
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2) O forest bird! I have kept something for you very carefully within the cottage 
of my heart – the Holy Name of Hari, which is overflowing with pure sweet 
honey. O bird, you could learn the chanting of this name if you were taught. 
  
3) A bird is easily able to speak all names; why then does this bird of my heart 
refuse to chant Hare Krishna? Oh, why does my heart not weep from chanting 
the Holy Names Hare Krishna? 
  
4) O bird! Come, let us go to the spiritual world, the land of true and 
everlasting beauty. It is the place where the imaginary man of my mind will 
never again come and go on the revolving cycle of birth and death. 
  
5) O bird! At the time of death, your body will simply be placed upon a funeral 
stretcher, lifted on the shoulders of four persons and carried to the cremation 
grounds. 
  
6) Alas! The cremation fire will enter your mouth and then totally consume 
your tongue. There will be nothing you can do to save yourself; for at that time, 
it is too late – you will be unable to speak anymore. 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
The kirtan artist (kirtaniyer) singing this bhajan is Badahari Das. He’s my 
favorite kirtan singer. His talent is wonderful, but what makes his kirtans 
especially glorious and powerful for me is his character and humble mood. I’m 
always able to enter deeply into chanting when hearing and singing along with 
Badahari. 
 
He has several albums available. You can learn more about Badahari Das here.
 

  

  

http://www.pranadacomtois.com/keno-hare-krsna-nam/�
http://badaharidas.com/�
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2. Sri Namashtakam Song 1 
 
 (1) 
sri-rupa-vadane sri-sachi-kumar 
swa-nam-mahima koralo pracar 
  
(2) 
jo nam, so hari—kachu nahi bheda 
so nam satya-miti gayati veda 
  
 (3) 
sabu upanishada, ratna-mala-dyuti, 
jhakamaki’ carana-samipe 
  
(4) 
mangala-arati, koro-i anukshana, 
dvi-gunita-panca-pradipe 
  
(5) 
caudda bhuvana maha, deva-nara-danava, 
bhaga jankara balavan 
  
(6) 
nama-rasa-piyusha, pibo-i anukshana, 
chodata karama-geyan 
  
(7) 
nitya-mukta punah, nama-upasana, 
satata koro-i sama-gane 
  
(8) 
goloke baithata, gaowe nirantara, 
nama-viraha nahi jane 
  
(9) 
sabu-rasa-akara, ‘hari’ iti dvy-akshara, 
sabu-bhave koralun ashroy 
  
(10) 
nama carane pa’di, bhaktivinoda kohe, 
tuwa pade magahun niloy 
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TRANSLATION 
 
1) Through the mouth of Srila Rupa Goswami, Krishna, in the form of Sri 
Chaitanya, the son of Mother Sachi, preached the glories of his own Holy 
Name. 
  
2) There is no difference between that Holy Name of Lord Hari and Lord Hari 
himself. The Vedic scriptures sing of the true value and glory of the Holy Name. 
  
3) All the Upanishads are like a necklace of beautifully effulgent jewels shining 
before the lotus feet of the Holy Name. 
  
4) They are perpetually performing mangala arati for the Holy Name with arati 
lamps of ten ghee wicks. 
  
5-7) Within the fourteen worlds, those demigods, men, and demons whose 
fortune is very great, perpetually drink the nectar of the sweet mellows of the 
Holy Name, casting aside all kinds of fruitive activities and speculative forms of 
knowledge. 
  
8) The eternally liberated souls, however, always worship the Holy Name in 
beautifully composed hymns and songs and sit in Goloka Vrindavana con-
stantly singing the name. Therefore they do not know any separation from the 
Holy Name. 
  
9) The two syllables “ha” and “ri” are a mine of all devotional mellows. All the 
ecstasies of devotion have taken shelter in them. 
  
10) Falling at the lotus feet of the Holy Name, Thakura Bhaktivinoda says, O 
Harinam, I pray for residence at your lotus feet.” 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE. 
 
 
Scroll down to “40 Gitavali – Sri Rupa Badane – Saranagati 07-06” 
 
Note: I believe all the bhajans I include in this book from Yamuna Devi’s site 
are being led by Kar DeLaney.  
 
 
  

http://krishnamagic.com/2006-gitavali-songbook/�
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3. Sri Namashtakam Song 2 
 
(1) 
jaya jaya harinam, chidanandamrita-dham, 
para-tattva akshara-akar 
nija-jane kripa kori’, nama-rupe avatari’, 
jive doya korile apar 
  
(2) 
jaya ‘hari’, ‘krishna’, ‘ram’, jaga-jana-suvishram, 
sarva-jana-manasa-ranjana 
muni-vrinda nirantar, je namera samadar, 
kori’ gay bhoriya vadana 
  
(3) 
ohe krishna-namakshar, tumi sarva-shakti-dhar, 
jivera kalyana-vitarane 
toma vina bhava-sindhu, uddharite nahi bandhu, 
asiyacho jiva-uddharane 
  
(4) 
ache tapa jive jata, tumi saba koro hata, 
helaya tomare eka-bar 
dake jadi kono jan, ho’ye din akincan, 
nahi dekhi’ anya pratikar 
  
(5) 
tava svalpa-sphurti pay, ugra-tapa dure jay, 
linga-bhanga hoy anayase 
bhakativinoda koy, jaya harinama jay, 
pade’ thaki tuwa pada-ashe 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) All glories, all glories to the Holy Name, the abode of immortal 
transcendental bliss. The Supreme Absolute Truth, who possesses an eternal 
form, has descended in the form of the Holy Name. He shows mercy to his 
devotees and shows boundless compassion and kindness to all fallen souls. 
  
2) All glories to the Supreme Personality of Godhead who is called by different 
names such as Hari, Krishna, and Rama. He is the auspicious resting place of 
all living entities within the universe, and He delights the minds of all souls. 
Great sages, honoring his Holy Name, constantly sing that Holy Name, filling 
their mouths with the sound. 
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3) O eternal Holy Name of Krishna, you possess all powers and bestow 
auspiciousness upon the living beings. Without you there is no other friend to 
deliver us from the ocean of material existence. You have come for the 
deliverance of all fallen souls. 
  
4) For all souls within this world there is much misery and sorrow. O Harinam, 
if someone calls upon you just one time, feeling himself very meek and lowly, 
possessing nothing and seeing no other remedy for his relief, you then easily 
destroy all his sorrows. 
  
5) If one simply obtains a slight reflection or glimmer of you, then all sorts of 
terrible miseries disappear. Thakura Bhaktivinoda says, “All glories, all glories 
to the Holy Name of Lord Hari! O Harinam, I perpetually fall at your lotus feet.” 
 
 
 
This is one of my personal all-time favorite bhajans. I play it for you solo here: 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE. 
 
 Scroll down to “41 Gitavali – Jaya Jaya Harinam – Saranagati 07-06” 
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4. Sri Namashtakam Song 3  
 
(1) 
vishve udita, nama-tapan, 
avidya-vinasha lagi’ 
chodata saba, maya-vibhava, 
sadhu tahe anuragi 
  
(2) 
harinama-prabhakara, avidya-timira-hara, 
tomar mahima keba jane 
ke heno pandita-jan, tomara mahatmya-gan, 
uccaih-sware sakala bakhane 
  
(3) 
tomara abhas pahilohi bhay 
e bhava-timira kavalita-pray 
  
(4) 
achire timira nashiya prajnan 
tattvandha-nayane korena vidhan 
  
(5) 
sei to’ prajnan vishuddha bhakati 
upajay hari-vishayini mati 
  
(6) 
e adbhuta-lila satata tomar 
bhakativinoda janiyache sar 
  
 
 
TRANSLATION 
 
1) The sun of the Holy Name has appeared in the universe to destroy all forms 
of ignorance. Casting aside all worldly things, the saintly become devoted to 
him alone. 
  
2) The sun of the Holy Name is the remover of the darkness of ignorance. O 
Harinam [Holy Name], who actually knows your greatness? What sort of 
learned man is capable of singing all your glories? 
  
3) O Holy Name, from the very moment you first appear on the horizon of the 
heart, the darkness of this material world is almost totally devoured. 
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4) Quickly destroying all remaining darkness, you bestow divine wisdom upon 
our spiritually blinded eyes. 
  
5) That divine wisdom gives rise within the heart to pure devotion and an 
understanding of the transcendental characteristics of Lord Hari. 
  
6) This wonderful pastime of yours is eternal and Thakura Bhaktivinoda has 
understood its essence. 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE. 
 
 Scroll down to “42 Gitavali – Visve Udita – Saranagati 07-06” 
 
 
  

http://krishnamagic.com/2006-gitavali-songbook/�
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5. Sri Namashtakam Song 4 
 
(1) 
jnani jnana-yoge, koriya jatane, 
brahmera sakshat kore 
brahma-sakshatkar, aprarabdha karma, 
sampurna jnanete hare 
  
(2) 
tabu to’ prarabdha, nahi hoy kshoy, 
phala-bhoga bina kabhu 
brahma-bhuta jiva, phala-bhoga lagi’, 
janama-marana labhu 
  
(3) 
kintu ohe nama, tava sphurti ha’le, 
ekanti janera aro 
prarabdhaprarabdha, kichu nahi thake, 
vede gaya baro baro 
  
(4) 
tomara udaye, jivera hridoya, 
sampurna shodhita hoy 
karma-jnana-bandha, saba dure jaya, 
anayase bhava-kshoy 
  
(5) 
bhakativinoda, bahu tule’ koy, 
namera nishana dharo 
nama-danka-dhvani, koriya jaibe, 
bhetibe muralidharo 
 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) The learned man, endeavoring in the practice of jnana-yoga, eventually sees 
the Supreme Brahman. That realization of Brahman, in full knowledge, 
removes all the potential sinful reactions lying in his heart. 
  
2) By dint of Brahman realization all such potential sinful reactions are 
destroyed; but unless one undergoes the suffering of current sinful reactions, 
they will not be destroyed. Therefore, despite being a Brahman realized soul, 
even such a learned man must undergo the current reactions to his sins and 
thus be implicated in the cycle of birth and death. 
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3) But, O Holy Name, if you are vibrated on the tongue of your unalloyed 
devotee, then all of his sinful reactions of both past and present lives are 
completely destroyed. This truth is sung by the Vedas again and again. 
  
4) O sun of the Holy Name, when you arise on the horizon of the living being’s 
heart, it becomes completely purified, the bondage to materialistic activities 
and speculative knowledge disappears and the soul’s worldly existence comes 
to an end without any difficulty. 
  
5) Thakura Bhaktivinoda, raising his arms says, “Take up the banners of the 
Holy Name and walk along sounding the drum of the Holy Name. In this way 
you will surely obtain the direct audience of Krishna, the holder of the flute.” 
 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE. 
 
 Scroll down to “43 Gitavali – Jnani Jnana Joge – Saranagati 07-06” 
 
 
 

  
  

http://krishnamagic.com/2006-gitavali-songbook/�
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6. Sri Namashtakam Song 5 
 
(1) 
harinam, tuwa aneka swarup 
yashoda-nandana, ananda-vardhana, 
nanda-tanaya rasa-kup 
  
(2) 
putana-ghatana, trinavarta-hana, 
shakata-bhanjana gopal 
murali-vadana, agha-baka-mardana, 
govardhana-dhari rakhal 
  
(3) 
keshi-mardana, brahma-vimohana, 
surapati-darpa-vinashi 
arishta-patana, gopi-vimohana, 
jamuna-pulina-vilasi 
  
(4) 
radhika-ranjana, rasa-rasayana, 
radha-kunda-kunja-bihari 
rama, krishna, hari, madhava, narahari, 
matsyadi-gana-avatari 
  
(5) 
govinda, vamana, sri-madhusudana, 
yadava-chandra, vanamali 
kaliya-shatana, gokula-ranjana, 
radha-bhajana-sukha-shali 
  
(6) 
ityadika nam, swarupe prakam, 
baduk mora rati rage 
rupa-swarupa-pada, jani’ nija sampada, 
bhaktivinoda dhori’ mage 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) O Harinama, you possess unlimited forms, such as the beloved son of 
Mother Yashoda, the increaser of the bliss of Gokula, the son of Nanda, and 
the reservoir of all transcendental mellows. 
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2) You are the slayer of the demons Putana and Trinavarta, the breaker of the 
cart, the protector of the cows, the player of the flute, the destroyer of the 
demons Agha and Baka, the holder of Govardhan Hill, and you are a cowherd 
boy. 
  
3) You destroyed the Keshi demon, bewildered Lord Brahma, and broke the 
pride of Indra, king of heaven. You are the destroyer of Arishtasura, the 
enchanter of all the young girls of Gokula, and you sport along the sandy 
banks of the river Yamuna. 
  
4) You delight Srimati Radhika and give life to the rasa dance. You sport in the 
groves near Radha-kunda, performing a variety of pastimes. You are the 
reservoir of pleasure, attractive to every living being. You remove all 
inauspiciousness and are the husband of the goddess of fortune. You are the 
source of all incarnations such as Lord Nrisimha, the half-man half-lion 
incarnation and Matsya, the fish avatara. 
  
5) O Harinam, you are pleasing to the cows, land and senses. You are the 
dwarf brahmana incarnation (Vamana) and the slayer of the demon Madhu. 
You are the moon of the Yadu dynasty and always wear beautiful garlands of 
fresh forest flowers. You are the destroyer of the Kaliya serpent, the delighter of 
Gokula and you rejoice in the worship of Srimati Radharani. 
  
6) Thakura Bhaktivinoda, understanding your glories, clasps the lotus feet of 
Rupa Goswami and Swarup Damodar Goswami and prays, “O Harinam, 
according to your sweet will you are manifest in all these forms and in many 
others also. Please let them increase my love and attachment for you.” 
 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE. 
 
 Scroll down to “44 Gitavali – Harinam Tu Aneka Swarup – Saranagati 07-06” 
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7. Sri Namashtakam Song 6 
 
 
(1) 
vachya o vachaka—dui swarup tomar 
vachya—tava sri-vigraha chid-anandakar 
  
(2) 
vachaka swarup tava ‘sri-krishna-adi’ nam 
varna-rupi sarva-jiva-ananda-vishram 
  
(3) 
ei dui swarupe tava ananta prakash 
doya kori’ deya jive tomara vilas 
  
(4) 
kintu janiyachi natha vacaka-swarup 
vacyapeksha doyamoy, ei aparup 
  
(5) 
nama nami bheda nai, vedera vachan 
tabu nama—nami ho’te adhika korun 
  
(6) 
krishnae-aparadhi jadi name shraddha kori’ 
prana bhori’ dake nam—‘rama, krishna, hari’, 
  
(7) 
aparadha dure jay, ananda-sagare 
bhase sei anayase rasera pathare 
  
(8) 
vigraha-swarup vachye aparadha kori’ 
shuddha-namashraye sei aparadhe tori’ 
  
(9) 
bhakativinoda mage sri-rupa-charane 
vachaka-swarup name rati anukshane 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) O Lord, you possess two transcendental forms, properly called vachya and 
vachaka. The vachya is your beautiful form full of transcendental knowledge 
and bliss. 
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2) The vachaka forms are your Holy Names, such as Sri Krishna, etc. This 
transcendental sound form is the resting place of the bliss of all souls. 
  
3) Your unlimited manifestations are found in these two forms. Taking pity and 
being very kind, they confer upon the fallen souls entrance to your divine 
pastimes. 
  
4) But I have understood your vachaka form to be more merciful than your 
vachya form, O Lord. Thus do I find your Holy Name most wonderful. 
  
5) It is the declaration of the Vedas that the Holy Name of the Lord and the 
Lord are nondifferent, yet still the Holy Name is more merciful than the Lord 
Himself. 
  
6-7) If one is an offender to Lord Krishna but respects his Holy Name and calls 
out with all his heart and soul, “Rama!” “Krishna” “Hari” then all his offenses 
depart, and that person then swims without difficulty in the ocean of divine 
bliss and transcendental mellows. 
  
8) A person may commit offenses to the vachya or the transcendental feature 
and personality of the Lord; but if he is under the shelter of the pure Holy 
Name, he crosses over all those offenses. 
  
9) At the lotus feet of Srila Rupa Goswami, Thakura Bhaktivinoda begs for 
constant attachment and love for the vachaka or divine Holy Name of the 
Supreme Lord. 
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8. Sri Namashtakam Song 7 
 
(1) 
ohe harinam, tava mahima apar 
tava pade nati ami kori bar bar 
  
(2) 
gokuler mahotsava ananda-sagar! 
tomar charane padi’ hoiya katar 
  
(3) 
tumi krishna, purna-vapu, rasera nidan 
tava pade podi’ tava guna kori gan 
  
(4) 
je kore tomar pade ekanta ashroy 
ta’r arti-rashi nash koroha nishcoy 
  
(5) 
sarva aparadha tumi nasha koro ta’r 
nama-aparadhavadhi nashaho tahar 
  
(6) 
sarva-dosha dhauta kori’ tahara hridoy- 
simhasane baiso tumi parama ashroy 
  
(7) 
ati-ramya chid-ghana-ananda-murtiman 
‘raso vai sah’ boli’ veda kore tuwa gan 
  
(8) 
bhaktivinoda rupa-goswami-carane 
magaye sarvada nama-sphurti sarva-kshane 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) O Holy Name, your glories are boundless! I therefore bow down at your lotus 
feet again and again 
  
2) O festival of Gokula! O ocean of bliss! I fall down at your lotus feet, for I am 
feeling very distressed and troubled at heart. 
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3) You are Lord Krishna, your divine form is perfect and you are the origin of 
all transcendental mellows. Falling down at your lotus feet, I sing of your divine 
qualities. 
  
4) You destroy the multitude of afflictions of that person who takes exclusive 
shelter at your holy feet. 
  
5) O Holy Name, you destroy all his offenses, even those he might have 
committed to you directly. 
  
6) Cleansing him of all impurities, you, who are the supreme shelter, sit upon a 
throne within his heart. 
  
7) You are delightful and beautiful, the personification of complete cognizance 
and deep ecstasy. The Vedas sing of you, saying, “The Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is the personification of all transcendental mellows.” 
  
8) At the lotus feet of Srila Rupa Goswami, Thakura Bhaktivinoda constantly 
begs that at every moment there be the transcendental vibration of the Holy 
Name. 
 
  
This song can be sung in Raga Tilak Kamod in Bhajani Tala. 
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9. Sri Namashtakam Song 8 
 
(1) 
narada muni, bajay vina 
‘radhika-ramana’-name 
nama amani, udita haya, 
bhakata-gita-same 
  
(2) 
amiya-dhara, barishe ghana, 
shravana-yugale giya 
bhakata jana, saghane nace, 
bhoriya apana hiya 
  
(3) 
madhuri-pura, asava pashi’, 
mataya jagata-jane 
keho va kande, keho va nace, 
keho mate mane mane 
  
(4) 
panca-vadana, narade dhori’, 
premera saghana rol 
kamalasana, nachiya bole, 
‘bolo bolo hari bolo’ 
  
(5) 
sahasranana, parama-sukhe, 
‘hari hari’ boli’ gaya 
nama-prabhave, matilo vishva, 
nama-rasa sabe paya 
  
(6) 
sri-krishna-nama, rasane sphuri’, 
pura'lo amar asha 
sri-rupa-pade, yachaye iha, 
bhakativinoda-dasa 
  
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) When the great soul Narada Muni plays his vina, the Holy Name, Radhika-
raman, descends and immediately appears amidst the kirtan of the Lord’s 
devotees. 
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2) Like a monsoon cloud, the Holy Name showers nectar in their ears. All the 
devotees, due to great ecstasy, repeatedly dance to their hearts content. 
  
3) All the people of the universe become maddened upon entering this intoxi-
cating shower of nectar. Some people cry, some dance and others become fully 
intoxicated within their minds. 
  
4) Lord Siva, embracing Narada Muni, repeatedly makes loud screams of 
ecstatic joy, and Lord Brahma, dancing very ecstatically, says, “All of you 
kindly chant, Haribol! Haribol!” 
  
5) In great happiness the thousand-faced Ananta Sesa chants “Hari! Hari!” By 
the influence of the transcendental vibration of the Holy Name, the whole 
universe becomes ecstatically maddened and everyone tastes the mellows of 
the Holy Name. 
  
6) Thakura Bhaktivinoda, the humble servant of the Lord, says, “The Holy 
Name of Krishna has fulfilled all my desires by vibrating on everyone’s tongue.” 
Bhaktivinoda therefore prays at the feet of Sri Rupa Goswami that the chanting 
of harinam may continue like this always. 
 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE.  
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10. Sri Nama Kirtan Song 3 
 
 (1) 
‘hari’ bolo, ‘hari’ bolo, ‘hari’ bolo, bhai re 
harinam aniyache gauranga-nitai re 
(modera duhkha dekhe’ re) 
  
(2) 
harinam vina jiver anya dhana nai-re 
hariname shuddha ha’lo jagai-madhai re 
(bado papi chilo re) 
  
(3) 
miche maya-baddha ho’ye jivan katai re 
(‘ami, amar’ bole’ re) 
asha-vashe ghure’ ghure’ ar kotha jai re 
(ashar shesha nai re) 
  
(4) 
‘hari’ bole’ deo bhai ashar mukhe chai re 
(nirasha to’ sukho re) 
bhoga-moksha-vancha chadi’ harinam gai re 
(shuddha-sattva ho’ye re) 
  
(5) 
nace’ jeo namer gune o sab phala pai re 
(tuccha phale prayas chede’ re) 
vinod bole jai lo’ye namer balai re 
(namer balai chede’ re) 
  
 
 
TRANSLATION 
 
1) O brothers, chant “Hari!” Chant “Hari!” Chant “Hari!” Lord Gauranga and 
Lord Nitai have brought the Holy Name! (Seeing our unhappiness!) 
  
2) Except for the Holy Name, there is no other treasure for the soul! By the 
influence of the Holy Name, even Jagai and Madhai became pure! (They were 
both greatly sinful persons!) 
  
3) I pass my life uselessly bound by Maya [illusion]! (Always saying “I” and 
“mine”!) Wandering here and there under the control of mundane desires – 
where shall I go next? (There is no end to worldly desires!) 
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4) O brothers, chant “Hari!” while looking directly in the face of material desire! 
(Freedom from mundane hankerings is the platform of actual happiness!) 
Giving up all desire for mundane enjoyment and liberation, I chant the Holy 
Names of the Supreme Lord! (Having become pure and situated in 
transcendence!) 
  
5) I dance in ecstasy due to the power and divine qualities of the Holy Name, 
and thus I obtain all these results! (Having given up all endeavors for 
insignificant material results!) Bhaktivinoda says, “I conquer all impediments 
to the pure chanting of the Holy Name! (Having given up all offenses to the Holy 
Name!)” 
 
 
  

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE. 
 
Scroll down to “30 Gitavali – Hari bolo Hari bolo – Saranagati 07-06” 
 
  

http://krishnamagic.com/2006-gitavali-songbook/�


27     Poems in Praise of Kirtan 
 

 
  

11. Sri Nama Kirtan Song 4 
 
(1) 
bolo hari bolo (3 times) 
maner anande, bhai, bolo hari bolo 
bolo hari bolo (3 times) 
janame janame sukhe bolo hari bolo 
  
(2) 
bolo hari bolo (3 times) 
manava-janma pe’ye, bhai, bolo hari bolo 
bolo hari bolo (3 times) 
sukhe thako, duhkhe thako, bolo hari bolo 
  
(3) 
bolo hari bolo (3 times) 
sampade vipade, bhai, bolo hari bolo 
bolo hari bolo (3 times) 
grihe thako, vane thako, bolo hari bolo 
krishnaera samsare thaki’ bolo hari bolo 
  
(4) 
bolo hari bolo (3 times) 
asat-sanga chadi’, bhai, bolo hari bolo 
bolo hari bolo (3 times) 
vaishnava-charane podi’ bolo hari bolo 
  
(5) 
bolo hari bolo (3 times) 
gaura-nityananda bolo (3 times) 
gaura-gadadhara bolo (3 times) 
gaura-advaita bolo (3 times) 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
1) Chant the name of Hari! O brothers, with blissful minds chant the name of 
Hari! Chant the name of Hari! Birth after birth in happiness, chant the name of 
Hari! 
  
2) Chant the name of Hari! O brothers, you have obtained a human birth, now 
chant the name of Hari! Chant the name of Hari! Whether you are in happiness 
or distress, chant the name of Hari! 
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3) Chant the name of Hari! O brothers, whether in prosperity or misfortune, 
chant the name of Hari! Chant the name of Hari! Whether you live at home or 
in the forest, chant the name of Hari! Remaining in this material world for 
Krishna's purposes, chant the name of Hari! 
  
4) Chant the name of Hari! O brothers, give up the association of materialists 
and chant the name of Hari! Chant the name of Hari! Falling at the feet of the 
Vaisnavas, chant the name of Hari! 
  
5) Chant the name of Hari! Chant the names of Gaura and Nityananda! Chant 
the names of Gaura and Gadadhara! Chant the names of Gaura and Advaita! 
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12. Sri Nama Kirtan Song 5 
 
 
(1) 
(hare) haraye namah krishna yadavaya namah 
yadavaya madhavaya keshavaya namah 
gopala govinda ram sri-madhusudan 
radha-govinda bolo (4 times) 
  
(2) 
govinda govinda govinda bolo 
radha-govinda bolo (4 times) 
guru-kripa jale nashi’ vishaya-anala 
radha-govinda bolo (4 times) 
  
(3) 
krishnaete arpiya deha-gehadi sakal 
radha-govinda bolo (4 times) 
ananya-bhavete chitta koriya saral 
radha-govinda bolo (4 times) 
  
(4) 
rupanuga vaishnavera piya pada-jal 
radha-govinda bolo (4 times) 
dasha aparadha tyaji’ bhukti-mukti-phal 
radha-govinda bolo (4 times) 
  
(5) 
sakhira charana-renu koriya sambal 
radha-govinda bolo (4 times) 
swarupete braja-base hoiya shital 
radha-govinda bolo (4 times) 
 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) I offer my respectful obeisances unto Hari, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Krishna, the descendant of the Yadu dynasty, husband of the 
goddess of fortune and the killer of the demon Kesi, the protector of the cows, 
the pleaser of the cows, the supreme enjoyer, and the slayer of the demon 
Madhu. Chant the Holy Names "Radha-Govinda!" 
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2) Chant “Govinda! Govinda! Govinda!” Chant “Radha-Govinda!” Now that the 
waters of the guru's mercy have extinguished the blazing fire of worldly 
existence, chant “Radha-Govinda!” 
  
3) Offering body, home, family and all to Sri Krishna, chant “Radha-Govinda!” 
In a mood of unalloyed determination, becoming simple and straightforward in 
your heart, chant “Radha-Govinda!” 
  
4) Drinking the water that has washed the feet of a Vaisnava who follows in the 
footsteps of Srila Rupa Goswami, chant “Radha-Govinda!” Giving up the ten 
offenses to the Holy Name, as well as the alluring fruits of material enjoyment 
and liberation, chant “Radha-Govinda!” 
  
5) Making the dust from the feet of a gopi your only means of support, chant 
“Radha-Govinda!” Feeling relieved by living in Vraja in your eternal spiritual 
form, chant “Radha-Govinda!” 
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13. Sri Nagar Kirtan Song 3 
 
(1) 
ekbar bhavo mane, 
asha-bashe bhrami’ hetha pa’be ki sukha jivane 
ke tumi, kothay chile, ki korite hetha ele, 
kiba kaj kore’ gele, ja’be kotha sharira-patane 
  
(2) 
keno sukha, duhkha, bhoy, ahamta-mamata-moy, 
tuccha jay-parajay, krodha-himsa, dvesha anya-jane 
bhakativinoda koy, kori’ gora-padashroy, 
chid-ananda-rasa-moy hao radha-krishna-nama-gane 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) Consider this just once! While you wander in this world, under the control of 
material desires, what happiness will you achieve in this mundane life? Who 
are you? Where have you come from? How did you come here? What have you 
done? And where will you go at the time of death when your body drops? 
  
2) What is the use of so much worldly happiness, distress and fear, which arise 
from the false egotism of “I” and “mine”? And what is the use of insignificant 
victory and defeat, anger, violence, and envy toward other living beings? 
Bhaktivinoda says, “Just take shelter at the lotus feet of Gaurasundara and 
sing the names of Radha and Krishna, and you will become saturated with the 
mellows of pure spiritual bliss.” 
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14. Sri Nagar Kirtan Song 4 
 
 
(1) 
‘radha-krishna’ bol bol bolo re shobai 
(ei) shiksha diya, sab nadiya 
phirche nece' gaura-nitai 
(miche) mayar boshe, jaccho bhese’, 
khaccho habudubu, bhai 
  
(2) 
(jiv) krishna-das, e bishwas, 
korle to’ ar duhkho nai 
(krishna) bolbe jabe, pulak ha'be 
jhorbe ankhi, boli tai 
  
(3) 
(’radha) krishna’ bolo, sange chalo, 
ei-matra bhikha chai 
(jay) shakal’ bipod bhaktivinod 
bole, jakhon o-nam gai 
  
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) Chant, chant “Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! When Lord Chaitanya and 
Lord Nityananda came dancing through Nadia, They gave these teachings: 
Chant, chant “Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! you are caught up in a 
whirlpool of senseless action and are sinking lower and lower. Chant, chant 
“Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! 
  
2) If you just understand that the spirit soul is the eternal servant of Krishna, 
you will never have any more sorrows. Chant Hare Krishna and your eyes will 
fill with tears and your body will feel transcendental shivering. Chant, chant 
“Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! 
  
3) Simply chant “Radha-Krishna” and join with us. Those are the only alms we 
beg. Chant, chant “Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! “All dangers will be gone 
when that Name is chanted,” says Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Chant, chant 
“Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE.  
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15. Sri Nagar Kirtan Song 5 
 
(refrain) 
gay gorachand jiver tore 
hare krishna hare 
  
(1) 
hare krishna hare krishna krishna krishna hare hare, 
hare krishna hare 
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare 
hare krishna hare 
  
(2) 
ekbar bol rasana ucchaih-sware 
(bolo) nandera nandan, yashoda-jivan, 
sri-radha-raman, prema-bhare 
  
(3) 
(bol) sri-madhusudan, gopi-prana-dhana, 
murali-vadana, nritya kore’ 
(bol) agha-nisudan, putana-ghatana, 
brahma-vimohana, urdhva-kare 
  
 
 
TRANSLATION 
 
Refrain: Gaurachanda sings the maha-mantra for the deliverance of all fallen 
souls! Hare Krishna Hare! 
  
1) Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare! Hare Rama Hare 
Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare! 
  
2) Fill yourself with divine love by chanting loudly just once all these names of 
Krishna, “O Nanda-Nandana! O Yasoda Jivana! O Sri Radha Ramana!” 
  
3) Dancing with your arms in the air, chant “O Sri Madhusudana! O Gopi 
Prana Dhana! O Murli Vadana! O Agha Nisudana! O Putana-Ghatana! O 
Brahma-Vimohana!” 
 
  
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE. 
 
Scroll down to “17 Gitavali – Jay Gaurachand Jiver Tore – Saranagati 07-06” 

http://krishnamagic.com/2006-gitavali-songbook/�


34     Poems in Praise of Kirtan 
 

 

16. Sri Nagar Kirtan Song 7 
 
 
(refrain) 
hare krishna hare 
  
(1) 
nitai ki nam eneche re 
(nitai) nam eneche, namer hate, 
shraddha-mulye nam diteche re 
  
(2) 
hare krishna hare krishna krishna krishna hare hare re 
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare re 
  
(3) 
(nitai) jivera dasha, malina dekhe’, 
nam eneche braja theke re 
e nam shiva jape pancha-mukhe re 
(madhur e harinam) 
e nam brahma jape chatur-mukhe re 
(madhur e harinam) 
e nam narada jape vina-yantre re 
(madhur e harinam) 
e namabase ajamila vaikunthe gelo re 
e nam bolte bolte braje chalo re 
(bhaktivinoda bole) 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
(refrain): Hare Krishna Hare! 
  
1) Oh, what a wonderful name Lord Nityananda has brought! Nitai has brought 
the divine name to the marketplace of the Holy Name, and he is giving away 
that name for the mere price of your faith! Oh! 
  
2) Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare Oh! Hare Rama, 
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare Oh! 
  
3) Oh! Seeing the miserable condition of the fallen souls of this world, Nitai has 
personally brought the Holy Name from the transcendental realm of Vraja!  
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Oh! Lord Siva chants this Holy Name with his five mouths! (This Holy Name is 
so sweet!)  
Oh! Lord Brahma chants this Holy Name with his four mouths! (This Holy 
Name is so sweet!)  
 
Oh! Narada Muni chants this Holy Name while playing on his vina! (This Holy 
Name is so sweet!)  
 
Oh! Just by the dim reflection of this Holy Name, the sinful Ajamila went to 
Vaikuntha!  
 
Bhaktivinoda therefore says, “Oh! While continuously chanting this Holy Name, 
go at once to the divine realm of Vraja! This Holy Name is so sweet!” 
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17. Shikshashtakam Song 1 
 
 
(1) 
pita-varana kali-pavana gora 
gaoyai aichana bhava-vibhora 
  
(2) 
chitta-darpana-parimarjana-kari 
krishna-Kirtan jaya chitta bihari 
  
(3) 
hela-bhava-dava-nirvapana-vritti 
krishna-Kirtan jaya klesha-nivritti 
  
(4) 
shreyah-kumuda-vidhu-jyotsna-prakash 
krishna-Kirtan jaya bhakti-vilas 
  
(5) 
vishuddha-vidya-vadhu jivana-rup 
krishna-Kirtan jaya siddha-swarup 
  
(6) 
ananda-payo-nidhi-vardhana-kirti 
krishna-Kirtan jaya plavana-murti 
  
(7) 
pade pade piyusha-swada-pradata 
krishna-Kirtan jaya prema-vidhata 
  
(8) 
bhaktivinoda-swatma-snapana-vidhan 
krishna-Kirtan jaya prema-nidan 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) Gauranga, whose complexion is golden and who is the deliverer of the fallen 
souls of Kali-yuga, sings as follows, overwhelmed with spiritual ecstasy: 
  
2) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It thoroughly 
cleanses the mirror of the heart. This chanting delights the soul. 
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3) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It extinguishes the 
horrible forest fire of material existence. This chanting removes all material 
tribulations. 
  
4) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It appears like the 
moon in the heart and distributes its cooling moonlight, thus causing the white 
lotus of good fortune to bloom. This chanting is the pastime of devotion. 
  
5) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It is compared to a 
young bride, chaste and devoted to transcendental knowledge itself. This 
chanting is the highest perfection of life. 
  
6) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It is glorious, as it 
causes the ocean of ecstatic bliss to swell and overflow. This chanting is an 
inundation of love of Godhead. 
  
7) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It gives one a taste 
of fully satisfying nectar at every step. This chanting is the bestower of ecstatic 
love of God.” 
  
8) All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It bathes the soul of 
Bhaktivinoda. This chanting is a storehouse of love of God. 
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18. Shikshashtakam Song 2 
 
(1) 
tunhu doya-sagara tarayite prani 
nam aneka tuwa shikhaoli ani’ 
  
(2) 
sakala shakati dei name tohara 
grahane rakholi nahi kala-vicara 
  
(3) 
sri-nama-chintamani tohari samana 
vishve bilaoli karuna-nidana 
  
(4) 
tuwa doya aichana parama udara 
atishoy manda natha! bhaga hamara 
  
(5) 
nahi janamalo name anuraga mor 
bhakativinoda-chitta duhkhe vibhor 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) O Lord, you are an ocean of mercy. You have brought your innumerable Holy 
Names to this world and have taught the chanting of them to the fallen living 
beings just for their deliverance. 
  
2) You invest all your energies in your own Holy Name, and for chanting your 
Holy Name you have not established any rules such as consideration of time or 
place. 
  
3) Your divine Holy Name, being nondifferent from you, is like touchstone. You 
have distributed your Holy Name throughout the entire creation, and that is 
the essence of your kindness. 
  
4) Such is your mercy, which is supremely magnanimous, O Lord, but I am 
extremely unfortunate. 
  
5) My attraction for the Holy Name has never come about; therefore the heart of 
Bhaktivinoda is overwhelmed with sadness. 
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19. Shikshashtakam Song 3 
 
(1) 
sri-krishna-sankirtane jadi manasa tohar 
parama jatane tahi labho adhikar 
  
(2) 
trinadhika hina, dina, akinchana char 
apane manobi sada chadi’ ahankar 
  
(3) 
vriksha-sama kshama-guna korobi sadhan 
prati-himsa tyaji’ anye korobi palan 
  
(4) 
jivana-nirvahe ane udvega na dibe 
para-upakare nija-sukha pasaribe 
  
(5) 
hoile-o sarva-gune guni mahashoy 
pratishthasha chadi koro amani hridoy 
  
(6) 
krishna-adhishthana sarva-jive jani’ sada 
korobi sammana sabe adare sarvada 
  
(7) 
dainya, doya, anye mana, pratishtha-varjan 
chari gune guni hoi’ koroha kirtan 
  
(8) 
bhakativinoda kandi’, bole prabhu-pay 
heno adhikara kabe dibe he amay 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) If your mind is always absorbed in chanting the glories of Lord Krishna with 
great care, then by that process of Sri-krsna-Kirtan you will attain 
transcendental qualification. 
  
2) You should give up all false pride and always consider yourself to be 
worthless, destitute, lower and more humble than a blade of grass. 
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3) You should practice forgiveness like that of a tree, and giving up violence 
toward other living beings, you should protect and maintain them. 
  
4) In the course of passing your life, you should never give anxiety to others, 
but rather do good to them while forgetting about your own happiness. 
  
5) When one has thus become a great soul, possessing all good qualities, one 
should abandon all desires for fame and honor and make one's heart humble. 
  
6) Knowing that Lord Krishna resides within all living creatures, one should 
with great respect consistently show honor to all beings. 
  
7) By possessing these four qualities-humility, mercifulness, respect toward 
others, and the renunciation of desires for prestige-one becomes virtuous. In 
such a state you may sing the glories of the Supreme Lord. 
  
8) Weeping, Bhaktivinoda submits his prayer at the lotus feet of the the 
Lord: “O Lord, when will you give me the qualification for possessing attributes 
such as these?” 
 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE.  
 
Scroll down to “59 Gitavali – Sri Krishna Kirtane Jadi – Saranagati 07-06” 
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20. Shikshashtakam Song 4 
 
(1) 
prabhu tava pada-yuge mora nivedan 
nahi magi deha-sukha, vidya, dhana, jan 
  
(2) 
nahi magi swarga, ara moksha nahi magi 
na kori prarthana kono vibhutira lagi’ 
  
(3) 
nija-karma-guna-doshe je je janma pai 
janme janme jeno tava nama-guna gai 
  
(4) 
ei matra asha mama tomar charane 
ahoituki bhakti hride jage anukshane 
  
(5) 
vishaye je priti ebe achaye amar 
sei-mata priti hauk charane tomar 
  
(6) 
vipade sampade taha thakuk sama-bhave 
dine dine vriddhi hauk namera prabhave 
  
(7) 
pashu-pakshi ho’ye thaki swarge va niroye 
tava bhakti rahu bhaktivinoda-hridoye 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) My Lord: I submit the following prayer at your holy feet: I do not pray to you 
for physical leisure, for learning, wealth, or followers. 
  
2) I do not pray for heaven or salvation. I do not pray for any of these 
opulences. 
  
3) In whatever birth I take, wherever my karma leads me, let me sing the 
glories of your Holy Name birth after birth. 
  
4) This alone is my cherished hope, my aspiration, my prayer at your lotus feet: 
Let causeless and uninterrupted devotion awaken within my heart and flow 
towards you. 
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5) Let me love your lotus feet as much as I now love sense gratification; transfer 
my affection from the objects of the senses to your lotus feet. 
  
6) In danger or success, good fortune or disaster, let me remain in equipoise. 
And let my affection for you increase day by day by the influence of the Holy 
Name. 
  
7) Whether I live as bird or beast, in heaven or in hell, let the humble 
Bhaktivinoda always cherish bhakti in his heart of hearts. 
 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE. 
 
 Scroll down to “60 Gitavali – Prabhu Tava Pada Yuge – Saranagati 07-06” 
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21. Shikshashtakam  Song 5 
 
(1) 
anadi’ karama-phale, podi’ bhavarnava-jale, 
toribare na dekhi upay 
e-vishaya-halahale, diva-nishi hiya jwale, 
mana kabhu sukha nahi pay 
  
(2) 
asha-pasha-shata-shata, klesha deya avirata, 
pravritti-urmira tahe khela 
kama-krodha-adi choy, batapade deya bhoy, 
avasana hoilo asi’ bela 
  
(3) 
jnana-karma—thaga dui, more pratariya loi, 
avasheshe phele sindhu-jale 
e heno samaye, bandhu, tumi krishna kripa-sindhu, 
kripa kori’ tolo more bale 
  
(4) 
patita-kinkore dhori’, pada-padma-dhuli kori’, 
deho bhaktivinode ashroy 
ami tava nitya-das, bhuliya mayara pash, 
baddha ho’ye achi doyamoy 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) I have fallen into the ocean of material existence as a result of my selfish 
activities, which are without beginning, and I see no means of deliverance from 
this great ocean of nescience. Day and night my heart burns from the poison of 
these worldly activities, and on account of this my mind never finds any 
satisfaction or happiness. 
  
2) Hundreds and thousands of desires, like nooses around my neck, constantly 
give me misery and trouble. In that great ocean of nescience play the waves of 
materialistic tendency. In this world there are many thieves and rogues, of 
whom six are prominent; lust, anger, greed, illusion, and madness. They are 
causing me great fear, and in this way my life is coming to an end. 
  
3) The two highway robbers, mental speculation and fruitive activity, have 
cheated me and misled me, and finally they are throwing me into the ocean of 
misery. At such a time as this, my dear Krishna, you are the only friend, and 
you are the ocean of mercy and compassion. I have no strength to get out of 
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this ocean of nescience, so I pray to your lotus feet that you will be kind and by 
your strength uplift me from this ocean of suffering. 
  
4) Accept this fallen servant and fix me as a particle of dust on your lotus feet. 
Kindly give me shelter to this Bhaktivinoda. O most merciful Lord, actually I 
am your eternal servant, but having forgotten this I have become bound up in 
the network of maya [illusion]. 
 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE.  
 
Scroll down to “61 Gitavali – Anadi Karama Phale – Saranagati 07-06” 
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22. Shikshashtakam  Song 6 
 
(1) 
aparadha-phale mama, chitta bhelo vajra-sama, 
tuwa name na labhe vikar 
hatash hoiye, hari, tava nam uccha kori’, 
boro duhkhe daki bar bar 
  
(2) 
dina doyamoy karuna-nidan 
bhava-bindhu dei rakhoha paran 
  
(3) 
kabe tuwa nama-uccharane mor 
nayane jharabo dara dara lor 
  
(4) 
gad-gada-swara kanthe upajabo 
mukhe bola adha adha bahirabo 
  
(5) 
pulake bharabo sharira hamara 
sweda-kampa-stambha habe bara bara 
  
(6) 
vivarna-sharire haraobun jnana 
nama-samashraye dharobun paran 
  
(7) 
milabo hamara kiye aiche din 
ro-owe bhaktivinoda mati hin 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) O Lord Hari, as a result of my offenses incurred in previous lifetimes, my 
heart has become hard as a thunderbolt, and feels no change upon chanting 
your Holy Name. Now in utter hopelessness, O Lord Hari, I loudly sing your 
name, and in great distress I call out to you again and again. 
  
2) O Lord who is compassionate towards the fallen souls! O origin of all mercy! 
Please give to me a drop of divine ecstasy and thereby save my life! 
  
3) When will an incessant stream of tears flow dripping and dripping from my 
eyes at the articulation of your Holy Name? 
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4) When will a faltering voice choked with emotion arise in my throat, and 
when will words garbled due to ecstasy come from my mouth? 
  
5) When will my body be filled with ecstatic rapture, and when will there be 
perspiration, trembling, and a stunned sensation again and again? 
  
6) When, out of divine ecstasy, will all consciousness be lost in my pale and 
discolored body? And when will I hold onto my very life under the shelter of 
your Holy Name? 
  
7) This weeping Bhaktivinoda, who is devoid of all good intelligence, sobs, “O 
Lord, how will such a day ever be mine?” 
 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE.  
 
Scroll down to “62 Gitavali – Aparadha fale Mama – Saranagati 07-06” 
 
 
  

http://krishnamagic.com/2006-gitavali-songbook/�


47     Poems in Praise of Kirtan 
 

23. Shikshashtakam Song 7, Part 1 
 
(1) 
gaite gaite nama ki dasha hoilo 
‘krishna-nitya-dasa mui’ hridoye sphurilo 
  
(2) 
janilam maya-pashe e jada-jagate 
govinda-virahe duhkha pai nana-mate 
  
(3) 
ar je samsara mor nahi lage bhalo 
kaha jai’ krishna heri—e chinta vishalo 
  
(4) 
kandite kandite mor ankhi-varishoy 
varsha-dhara heno chakshe hoilo udoy 
  
(5) 
nimeshe hoilo mora shata-yuga-sam 
govinda-viraha ar sahite aksham 
  
 (6) 
shunya dhara-tala, chaudike dekhiye, 
parana udasa hoy 
ki kori, ki kori, sthira nahi hoy, 
jivana nahiko roy 
  
(7) 
braja-basi-gan, mora prana rakho, 
dekhao sri-radha-nathe 
bhakativinoda, minati maniya, 
laohe tahare sathe 
  
 (8) 
sri-krishna-viraha ar sahite na pari 
paran chadite ar din dui chari 
  
 
TRANSLATION 
 
1) What was my condition after repeatedly chanting the Holy Name? The 
realization that “I am the eternal servant of Krishna” spontaneously became 
manifest within my heart. 
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2) I realized that I was ensnared in the noose of maya's illusion, being trapped 
within this dull mundane universe, and that I simply experience misery in 
various ways due to separation from Lord Govinda. 
  
3) Furthermore, I realized that I do not like this worldly existence. “Where can I 
go to see Krishna?” – this was my great anxiety. 
  
4) Crying and crying, tears poured from my eyes, appearing just like torrents of 
rain in the monsoon season. 
  
5) Unable to bear separation from Lord Govinda any longer, for me the passing 
of a moment became like a hundred long ages. 
  
6) As I look about in all directions, the surface of the earth appears to be void, 
and my very life-breath feels empty. What am I doing? What am I doing? I do 
not feel at all tranquil, and the life within my body is slipping away. 
  
7) O residents of Vraja-dhama! Please save my life and show me the Lord of Sri 
Radha! Oh, please consider the prayers of this Bhaktivinoda and take him into 
His company! 
  
8) I am unable to further tolerate this separation from my Lord Sri Krishna and 
am ready to give up my life in two days or four. 
 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE. 
 
Scroll down to “63-65 Gitavali – Gaite Gaite – Saranagati 07-06” 
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24. Shikshashtakam Song 7, Part 2 
 
(1) 
gaite govinda-nam, upajilo bhava-gram, 
dekhilam jamunara kule 
brishabhanu-suta-sange, shyama-nata-bara range, 
banshari bajaya nipa-mule 
  
(2) 
dekhiya yugala-dhana, asthira hoilo mana, 
jnana-hara hoinu takhon 
koto-kshane nahi jani, jnana-labha hoilo mani, 
ara nahi bhelo darashan 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) Upon singing the Holy Name of Govinda, a host of ecstasies arose within me 
. . . and I saw Lord Syamasundara, the best of dancing actors, standing on the 
banks of the Yamuna in the company of the daughter of Maharaja Vrsha-
bhanu. He was playing His flute with great delight at the base of a kadamba 
tree. 
  
2) Seeing the treasured Divine Couple of Vraja, my mind became unsteady and 
I lost consciousness. I do not know for how long I was unconscious, but when I 
awoke that vision of Radha and Krishna was no longer present. 
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25. Shikshashtakam Song 7, Part 3 
 
 
(1) 
sakhi go, kemate dharibo paran 
nimesha hoilo yugera saman 
  
(2) 
shravanera dhara, ankhi-varishoy, 
shunya bhelo dhara-tala 
govinda-virahe, prana nahi rohe, 
kemone vanchibo bolo 
  
(3) 
bhakativinoda, asthira hoiya, 
punah namashraya kori’ 
dake radha-natha, diya darashan, 
prana rakho, nahe mari 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) O my dear girlfriend! How will I maintain my life? The passing of a mere 
moment has become like a vast age of time. 
  
2) Tears flow from my eyes like torrents of rain in the month of Sravana, and 
the face of the earth has become totally void. In separation from Govinda my 
life cannot go on... please tell how I will be able to live. 
  
3) Bhaktivinoda has become very restless and again takes shelter of the Holy 
Name, calling out, “O Lord of Radha! By bestowing your audience, please save 
my life! By your mercy alone I shall not perish!” 
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26. Shikshashtakam Song 8, Part 1 
 
(1) 
bandhu-gan! shunoha vachana mor 
bhavete vibhora, thakiye jakhon, 
dekha deya chitta-cor 
  
(2) 
vichakshana kori’, dekhite chahile, 
hoy ankhi-agochara 
punah nahi dekhi’, kandaye paran, 
duhkhera nahi thake or 
  
(3) 
jagatera bandhu sei kabhu more loy satha 
jatha tatha rakhu more amara sei prana-natha 
  
(4) 
darshana-ananda-dane, sukha deya mora prane, 
bole more pranaya-vachan 
punah adarshana diya, dagdha kore mora hiya, 
prane mora mare prana-dhan 
  
(5) 
jahe ta’r sukha hoy, sei sukha mama 
nija sukhe-duhkhe mor sarvada-i sama 
  
(6) 
bhakativinoda, samyoge, viyoge, 
tahe jane praneshvara 
ta’ra sukhe sukhi, sei prana-nath, 
se kabhu na hoy para 
 
  
TRANSLATION 
 
1) O my dear friends! Please hear my words. When the thief of my heart 
appears to me, I remain overwhelmed in pure ecstasy. 
  
2) When I scheme to see him more closely, he suddenly becomes invisible. 
Thus losing sight of him again, my soul weeps, and there is no limit to the 
unhappiness that I feel. 
  
3) Sometimes that friend of the universe takes me as one of his associates; but 
however he chooses to treat me, he is still the Lord of my life. 
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4) By bestowing his blissful audience, he gives happiness to my soul, and he 
speaks words of love to me. But again by his absence he burns my heart, and 
he who is the treasure of my life gives distress to my soul. 
  
5) Whatever his happiness is, that is also my happiness. Therefore I do not care 
about my own happiness or distress – they are equal in all ways. 
  
6) In meeting or in separation, Bhaktivinoda knows only Krishna to be the Lord 
of his life and is made happy only by his happiness. He is the Lord of 
Bhaktivinoda's soul, and he will never be looked upon with indifference. 
 
 
 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO THE BHAJAN HERE. 
 
Scroll down to “66-67 Gitavali – Bandu gan Sunoha – Saranagati 07-06” 
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27. Shikshashtakam Song 8, Part 2 
 
 
(1) 
yoga-pithopari-sthita, ashta-sakhi-suveshtita, 
brindaranye kadamba-kanane 
radha-saha vamshi-dhari, vishva-jana-chitta-hari, 
prana mor tanhara charane 
  
(2) 
sakhi-ajna-mata kori donhara sevan 
palya-dasi sada bhavi donhara charan 
  
(3) 
kabhu kripa kori, mama hasta dhori’, 
madhura vachana bole 
tambula loiya, khay dui jane, 
mala loya kutuhale 
  
(4) 
adarshana hoy kakhon ki chale 
na dekhiya donhe hiya jwale 
  
(5) 
jekhane sekhane, thakuka du’jane, 
ami to’ charana-dasi 
milane ananda, virahe jatana, 
sakala samana basi 
  
(6) 
radha-krishna prana mor jivane marane 
more rakhi’ mari’ sukhe thakuka du’jane 
  
(7) 
bhakativinoda, ana nahi jane, 
podi’ nija-sakhi-pay 
radhikara gane, thakiya satata, 
yugala-charana chay 
  
 
TRANSLATION 
 
1) Situated upon the Yoga-Pitha [the center of pleasure pastimes] surrounded 
by the eight chief gopis in a kadamba tree grove within Vrindavana with his 
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beloved Radha is the holder of the flute the stealer of the hearts of all living 
beings in the universe – I lay down my life at their lotus feet. 
  
2) According to the directions of my superior Sakhi [girlfriend], I render service 
to the Divine Couple. I always consider myself a dependent maidservant of the 
lotus feet of the Divine Couple. 
  
3) Sometimes, out of great mercy, my sakhi holds my hand and speaks sweet 
words to me. Taking the betel nuts I have prepared she offers them to those 
two persons and accepts flower garlands for them in great delight. 
  
4) By some deception they periodically disappear from my sight. Not seeing the 
Divine Couple of Vraja, my heart burns in agony. 
  
5) Wherever those two may be I am certainly a humble maidservant of their 
lotus feet. I consider the ecstasies of meeting them and the agonies of 
separation from them to be exactly the same. 
  
6) In life or death, Radha and Krishna are my life and soul. May they always be 
happy, whether they choose to protect me or kill me. 
  
7) This Bhaktivinoda knows nothing beyond this. Falling down at the lotus feet 
of the sakhi whom he serves and always remaining among the associates of Sri 
Radhika he prays for the lotus feet of the Divine Couple of Vraja. 
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English Translation Text Only 
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1. Keno Hare Krsna Nam 
Refrain: Oh, why does my heart not weep from chanting the Holy Names Hare 
Krishna? 
  
1) The bird of my heart does not know what past sinful activities in has 
committed to cause this inability to chant Hare Krishna properly. 
  
2) O forest bird! I have kept something for you very carefully within the cottage 
of my heart – the Holy Name of Hari, which is overflowing with pure sweet 
honey. O bird, you could learn the chanting of this name if you were taught. 
  
3) A bird is easily able to speak all names; why then does this bird of my heart 
refuse to chant Hare Krishna? Oh, why does my heart not weep from chanting 
the Holy Names Hare Krishna? 
  
4) O bird! Come, let us go to the spiritual world, the land of true and 
everlasting beauty. It is the place where the imaginary man of my mind will 
never again come and go on the revolving cycle of birth and death. 
  
5) O bird! At the time of death, your body will simply be placed upon a funeral 
stretcher, lifted on the shoulders of four persons and carried to the cremation 
grounds. 
  
6) Alas! The cremation fire will enter your mouth and then totally consume 
your tongue. There will be nothing you can do to save yourself; for at that time, 
it is too late – you will be unable to speak anymore. 
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2. Sri Namashtakam Song 1 
 
1) Through the mouth of Srila Rupa Goswami, Krishna, in the form of Sri 
Chaitanya, the son of Mother Sachi, preached the glories of his own Holy 
Name. 
  
2) There is no difference between that Holy Name of Lord Hari and Lord Hari 
himself. The Vedic scriptures sing of the true value and glory of the Holy Name. 
  
3) All the Upanishads are like a necklace of beautifully effulgent jewels shining 
before the lotus feet of the Holy Name. 
  
4) They are perpetually performing mangala arati for the Holy Name with arati 
lamps of ten ghee wicks. 
  
5-7) Within the fourteen worlds, those demigods, men, and demons whose 
fortune is very great, perpetually drink the nectar of the sweet mellows of the 
Holy Name, casting aside all kinds of fruitive activities and speculative forms of 
knowledge. 
  
8) The eternally liberated souls, however, always worship the Holy Name in 
beautifully composed hymns and songs and sit in Goloka Vrindavana con-
stantly singing the name. Therefore they do not know any separation from the 
Holy Name. 
  
9) The two syllables “ha” and “ri” are a mine of all devotional mellows. All the 
ecstasies of devotion have taken shelter in them. 
  
10) Falling at the lotus feet of the Holy Name, Thakura Bhaktivinoda says, O 
Harinam, I pray for residence at your lotus feet.” 
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3. Sri Namashtakam Song 2 
 
1) All glories, all glories to the Holy Name, the abode of immortal 
transcendental bliss. The Supreme Absolute Truth, who possesses an eternal 
form, has descended in the form of the Holy Name. He shows mercy to his 
devotees and shows boundless compassion and kindness to all fallen souls. 
  
2) All glories to the Supreme Personality of Godhead who is called by different 
names such as Hari, Krishna, and Rama. He is the auspicious resting place of 
all living entities within the universe, and He delights the minds of all souls. 
Great sages, honoring his Holy Name, constantly sing that Holy Name, filling 
their mouths with the sound. 
  
3) O eternal Holy Name of Krishna, you possess all powers and bestow 
auspiciousness upon the living beings. Without you there is no other friend to 
deliver us from the ocean of material existence. You have come for the 
deliverance of all fallen souls. 
  
4) For all souls within this world there is much misery and sorrow. O Harinam, 
if someone calls upon you just one time, feeling himself very meek and lowly, 
possessing nothing and seeing no other remedy for his relief, you then easily 
destroy all his sorrows. 
  
5) If one simply obtains a slight reflection or glimmer of you, then all sorts of 
terrible miseries disappear. Thakura Bhaktivinoda says, “All glories, all glories 
to the Holy Name of Lord Hari! O Harinam, I perpetually fall at your lotus feet.” 
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4. Sri Namashtakam Song 3  
 
1) The sun of the Holy Name has appeared in the universe to destroy all forms 
of ignorance. Casting aside all worldly things, the saintly become devoted to 
him alone. 
  
2) The sun of the Holy Name is the remover of the darkness of ignorance. O 
Harinam [Holy Name], who actually knows your greatness? What sort of 
learned man is capable of singing all your glories? 
  
3) O Holy Name, from the very moment you first appear on the horizon of the 
heart, the darkness of this material world is almost totally devoured. 
  
4) Quickly destroying all remaining darkness, you bestow divine wisdom upon 
our spiritually blinded eyes. 
  
5) That divine wisdom gives rise within the heart to pure devotion and an 
understanding of the transcendental characteristics of Lord Hari. 
  
6) This wonderful pastime of yours is eternal and Thakura Bhaktivinoda has 
understood its essence. 
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5. Sri Namashtakam Song 4 
 
1) The learned man, endeavoring in the practice of jnana-yoga, eventually sees 
the Supreme Brahman. That realization of Brahman, in full knowledge, 
removes all the potential sinful reactions lying in his heart. 
  
2) By dint of Brahman realization all such potential sinful reactions are 
destroyed; but unless one undergoes the suffering of current sinful reactions, 
they will not be destroyed. Therefore, despite being a Brahman realized soul, 
even such a learned man must undergo the current reactions to his sins and 
thus be implicated in the cycle of birth and death. 
  
3) But, O Holy Name, if you are vibrated on the tongue of your unalloyed 
devotee, then all of his sinful reactions of both past and present lives are 
completely destroyed. This truth is sung by the Vedas again and again. 
  
4) O sun of the Holy Name, when you arise on the horizon of the living being’s 
heart, it becomes completely purified, the bondage to materialistic activities 
and speculative knowledge disappears and the soul’s worldly existence comes 
to an end without any difficulty. 
  
5) Thakura Bhaktivinoda, raising his arms says, “Take up the banners of the 
Holy Name and walk along sounding the drum of the Holy Name. In this way 
you will surely obtain the direct audience of Krishna, the holder of the flute.” 
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6. Sri Namashtakam Song 5 
 
1) O Harinama, you possess unlimited forms, such as the beloved son of 
Mother Yashoda, the increaser of the bliss of Gokula, the son of Nanda, and 
the reservoir of all transcendental mellows. 
  
2) You are the slayer of the demons Putana and Trinavarta, the breaker of the 
cart, the protector of the cows, the player of the flute, the destroyer of the 
demons Agha and Baka, the holder of Govardhan Hill, and you are a cowherd 
boy. 
  
3) You destroyed the Keshi demon, bewildered Lord Brahma, and broke the 
pride of Indra, king of heaven. You are the destroyer of Arishtasura, the 
enchanter of all the young girls of Gokula, and you sport along the sandy 
banks of the river Yamuna. 
  
4) You delight Srimati Radhika and give life to the rasa dance. You sport in the 
groves near Radha-kunda, performing a variety of pastimes. You are the 
reservoir of pleasure, attractive to every living being. You remove all 
inauspiciousness and are the husband of the goddess of fortune. You are the 
source of all incarnations such as Lord Nrisimha, the half-man half-lion 
incarnation and Matsya, the fish avatara. 
  
5) O Harinam, you are pleasing to the cows, land and senses. You are the 
dwarf brahmana incarnation (Vamana) and the slayer of the demon Madhu. 
You are the moon of the Yadu dynasty and always wear beautiful garlands of 
fresh forest flowers. You are the destroyer of the Kaliya serpent, the delighter of 
Gokula and you rejoice in the worship of Srimati Radharani. 
  
6) Thakura Bhaktivinoda, understanding your glories, clasps the lotus feet of 
Rupa Goswami and Swarup Damodar Goswami and prays, “O Harinam, 
according to your sweet will you are manifest in all these forms and in many 
others also. Please let them increase my love and attachment for you.” 
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7. Sri Namashtakam Song 6 
 
1) O Lord, you possess two transcendental forms, properly called vachya and 
vachaka. The vachya is your beautiful form full of transcendental knowledge 
and bliss. 
  
2) The vachaka forms are your Holy Names, such as Sri Krishna, etc. This 
transcendental sound form is the resting place of the bliss of all souls. 
  
3) Your unlimited manifestations are found in these two forms. Taking pity and 
being very kind, they confer upon the fallen souls entrance to your divine 
pastimes. 
  
4) But I have understood your vachaka form to be more merciful than your 
vachya form, O Lord. Thus do I find your Holy Name most wonderful. 
  
5) It is the declaration of the Vedas that the Holy Name of the Lord and the 
Lord are nondifferent, yet still the Holy Name is more merciful than the Lord 
Himself. 
  
6-7) If one is an offender to Lord Krishna but respects his Holy Name and calls 
out with all his heart and soul, “Rama!” “Krishna” “Hari” then all his offenses 
depart, and that person then swims without difficulty in the ocean of divine 
bliss and transcendental mellows. 
  
8) A person may commit offenses to the vachya or the transcendental feature 
and personality of the Lord; but if he is under the shelter of the pure Holy 
Name, he crosses over all those offenses. 
  
9) At the lotus feet of Srila Rupa Goswami, Thakura Bhaktivinoda begs for 
constant attachment and love for the vachaka or divine Holy Name of the 
Supreme Lord. 
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8. Sri Namashtakam Song 7 
 
1) O Holy Name, your glories are boundless! I therefore bow down at your lotus 
feet again and again 
  
2) O festival of Gokula! O ocean of bliss! I fall down at your lotus feet, for I am 
feeling very distressed and troubled at heart. 
  
3) You are Lord Krishna, your divine form is perfect and you are the origin of 
all transcendental mellows. Falling down at your lotus feet, I sing of your divine 
qualities. 
  
4) You destroy the multitude of afflictions of that person who takes exclusive 
shelter at your holy feet. 
  
5) O Holy Name, you destroy all his offenses, even those he might have 
committed to you directly. 
  
6) Cleansing him of all impurities, you, who are the supreme shelter, sit upon a 
throne within his heart. 
  
7) You are delightful and beautiful, the personification of complete cognizance 
and deep ecstasy. The Vedas sing of you, saying, “The Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is the personification of all transcendental mellows.” 
  
8) At the lotus feet of Srila Rupa Goswami, Thakura Bhaktivinoda constantly 
begs that at every moment there be the transcendental vibration of the Holy 
Name. 
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9. Sri Namashtakam Song 8 
 
1) When the great soul Narada Muni plays his vina, the Holy Name, Radhika-
raman, descends and immediately appears amidst the kirtan of the Lord’s 
devotees. 
  
2) Like a monsoon cloud, the Holy Name showers nectar in their ears. All the 
devotees, due to great ecstasy, repeatedly dance to their hearts content. 
  
3) All the people of the universe become maddened upon entering this intoxi-
cating shower of nectar. Some people cry, some dance and others become fully 
intoxicated within their minds. 
  
4) Lord Siva, embracing Narada Muni, repeatedly makes loud screams of 
ecstatic joy, and Lord Brahma, dancing very ecstatically, says, “All of you 
kindly chant, Haribol! Haribol!” 
  
5) In great happiness the thousand-faced Ananta Sesa chants “Hari! Hari!” By 
the influence of the transcendental vibration of the Holy Name, the whole 
universe becomes ecstatically maddened and everyone tastes the mellows of 
the Holy Name. 
  
6) Thakura Bhaktivinoda, the humble servant of the Lord, says, “The Holy 
Name of Krishna has fulfilled all my desires by vibrating on everyone’s tongue.” 
Bhaktivinoda therefore prays at the feet of Sri Rupa Goswami that the chanting 
of harinam may continue like this always. 
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10. Sri Nama Kirtan Song 3 
 
1) O brothers, chant “Hari!” Chant “Hari!” Chant “Hari!” Lord Gauranga and 
Lord Nitai have brought the Holy Name! (Seeing our unhappiness!) 
  
2) Except for the Holy Name, there is no other treasure for the soul! By the 
influence of the Holy Name, even Jagai and Madhai became pure! (They were 
both greatly sinful persons!) 
  
3) I pass my life uselessly bound by Maya [illusion]! (Always saying “I” and 
“mine”!) Wandering here and there under the control of mundane desires – 
where shall I go next? (There is no end to worldly desires!) 
  
4) O brothers, chant “Hari!” while looking directly in the face of material desire! 
(Freedom from mundane hankerings is the platform of actual happiness!) 
Giving up all desire for mundane enjoyment and liberation, I chant the Holy 
Names of the Supreme Lord! (Having become pure and situated in 
transcendence!) 
  
5) I dance in ecstasy due to the power and divine qualities of the Holy Name, 
and thus I obtain all these results! (Having given up all endeavors for 
insignificant material results!) Bhaktivinoda says, “I conquer all impediments 
to the pure chanting of the Holy Name! (Having given up all offenses to the Holy 
Name!)” 
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11. Sri Nama Kirtan Song 4 
 
1) Chant the name of Hari! O brothers, with blissful minds chant the name of 
Hari! Chant the name of Hari! Birth after birth in happiness, chant the name of 
Hari! 
  
2) Chant the name of Hari! O brothers, you have obtained a human birth, now 
chant the name of Hari! Chant the name of Hari! Whether you are in happiness 
or distress, chant the name of Hari! 
  
3) Chant the name of Hari! O brothers, whether in prosperity or misfortune, 
chant the name of Hari! Chant the name of Hari! Whether you live at home or 
in the forest, chant the name of Hari! Remaining in this material world for 
Krishna's purposes, chant the name of Hari! 
  
4) Chant the name of Hari! O brothers, give up the association of materialists 
and chant the name of Hari! Chant the name of Hari! Falling at the feet of the 
Vaisnavas, chant the name of Hari! 
  
5) Chant the name of Hari! Chant the names of Gaura and Nityananda! Chant 
the names of Gaura and Gadadhara! Chant the names of Gaura and Advaita! 
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12. Sri Nama Kirtan Song 5 
 
1) I offer my respectful obeisances unto Hari, the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, Krishna, the descendant of the Yadu dynasty, husband of the 
goddess of fortune and the killer of the demon Kesi, the protector of the cows, 
the pleaser of the cows, the supreme enjoyer, and the slayer of the demon 
Madhu. Chant the Holy Names "Radha-Govinda!" 
  
2) Chant “Govinda! Govinda! Govinda!” Chant “Radha-Govinda!” Now that the 
waters of the guru's mercy have extinguished the blazing fire of worldly 
existence, chant “Radha-Govinda!” 
  
3) Offering body, home, family and all to Sri Krishna, chant “Radha-Govinda!” 
In a mood of unalloyed determination, becoming simple and straightforward in 
your heart, chant “Radha-Govinda!” 
  
4) Drinking the water that has washed the feet of a Vaisnava who follows in the 
footsteps of Srila Rupa Goswami, chant “Radha-Govinda!” Giving up the ten 
offenses to the Holy Name, as well as the alluring fruits of material enjoyment 
and liberation, chant “Radha-Govinda!” 
  
5) Making the dust from the feet of a gopi your only means of support, chant 
“Radha-Govinda!” Feeling relieved by living in Vraja in your eternal spiritual 
form, chant “Radha-Govinda!” 
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13. Sri Nagar Kirtan Song 3 
 
1) Consider this just once! While you wander in this world, under the control of 
material desires, what happiness will you achieve in this mundane life? Who 
are you? Where have you come from? How did you come here? What have you 
done? And where will you go at the time of death when your body drops? 
  
2) What is the use of so much worldly happiness, distress and fear, which arise 
from the false egotism of “I” and “mine”? And what is the use of insignificant 
victory and defeat, anger, violence, and envy toward other living beings? 
Bhaktivinoda says, “Just take shelter at the lotus feet of Gaurasundara and 
sing the names of Radha and Krishna, and you will become saturated with the 
mellows of pure spiritual bliss.” 
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14. Sri Nagar Kirtan Song 4 
 
1) Chant, chant “Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! When Lord Chaitanya and 
Lord Nityananda came dancing through Nadia, They gave these teachings: 
Chant, chant “Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! you are caught up in a 
whirlpool of senseless action and are sinking lower and lower. Chant, chant 
“Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! 
  
2) If you just understand that the spirit soul is the eternal servant of Krishna, 
you will never have any more sorrows. Chant Hare Krishna and your eyes will 
fill with tears and your body will feel transcendental shivering. Chant, chant 
“Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! 
  
3) Simply chant “Radha-Krishna” and join with us. Those are the only alms we 
beg. Chant, chant “Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! “All dangers will be gone 
when that Name is chanted,” says Bhaktivinoda Thakura. Chant, chant 
“Radha-Krishna!” Everyone chant! 
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15. Sri Nagar Kirtan Song 5 
 
Refrain: Gaurachanda sings the maha-mantra for the deliverance of all fallen 
souls! Hare Krishna Hare! 
  
1) Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare! Hare Rama Hare 
Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare! 
  
2) Fill yourself with divine love by chanting loudly just once all these names of 
Krishna, “O Nanda-Nandana! O Yasoda Jivana! O Sri Radha Ramana!” 
  
3) Dancing with your arms in the air, chant “O Sri Madhusudana! O Gopi 
Prana Dhana! O Murli Vadana! O Agha Nisudana! O Putana-Ghatana! O 
Brahma-Vimohana!” 
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16. Sri Nagar Kirtan Song 7 
 
 
(refrain): Hare Krishna Hare! 
  
1) Oh, what a wonderful name Lord Nityananda has brought! Nitai has brought 
the divine name to the marketplace of the Holy Name, and he is giving away 
that name for the mere price of your faith! Oh! 
  
2) Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare Oh! Hare Rama, 
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare Oh! 
  
3) Oh! Seeing the miserable condition of the fallen souls of this world, Nitai has 
personally brought the Holy Name from the transcendental realm of Vraja!  
 
Oh! Lord Siva chants this Holy Name with his five mouths! (This Holy Name is 
so sweet!)  
Oh! Lord Brahma chants this Holy Name with his four mouths! (This Holy 
Name is so sweet!)  
 
Oh! Narada Muni chants this Holy Name while playing on his vina! (This Holy 
Name is so sweet!)  
 
Oh! Just by the dim reflection of this Holy Name, the sinful Ajamila went to 
Vaikuntha!  
 
Bhaktivinoda therefore says, “Oh! While continuously chanting this Holy Name, 
go at once to the divine realm of Vraja! This Holy Name is so sweet!” 
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17. Shikshashtakam Song 1 
 
1) Gauranga, whose complexion is golden and who is the deliverer of the fallen 
souls of Kali-yuga, sings as follows, overwhelmed with spiritual ecstasy: 
  
2) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It thoroughly 
cleanses the mirror of the heart. This chanting delights the soul. 
  
3) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It extinguishes the 
horrible forest fire of material existence. This chanting removes all material 
tribulations. 
  
4) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It appears like the 
moon in the heart and distributes its cooling moonlight, thus causing the white 
lotus of good fortune to bloom. This chanting is the pastime of devotion. 
  
5) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It is compared to a 
young bride, chaste and devoted to transcendental knowledge itself. This 
chanting is the highest perfection of life. 
  
6) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It is glorious, as it 
causes the ocean of ecstatic bliss to swell and overflow. This chanting is an 
inundation of love of Godhead. 
  
7) “All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It gives one a taste 
of fully satisfying nectar at every step. This chanting is the bestower of ecstatic 
love of God.” 
  
8) All glories to the chanting of the Holy Name of Krishna! It bathes the soul of 
Bhaktivinoda. This chanting is a storehouse of love of God. 
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18. Shikshashtakam Song 2 
 
1) O Lord, you are an ocean of mercy. You have brought your innumerable Holy 
Names to this world and have taught the chanting of them to the fallen living 
beings just for their deliverance. 
  
2) You invest all your energies in your own Holy Name, and for chanting your 
Holy Name you have not established any rules such as consideration of time or 
place. 
  
3) Your divine Holy Name, being nondifferent from you, is like touchstone. You 
have distributed your Holy Name throughout the entire creation, and that is 
the essence of your kindness. 
  
4) Such is your mercy, which is supremely magnanimous, O Lord, but I am 
extremely unfortunate. 
  
5) My attraction for the Holy Name has never come about; therefore the heart of 
Bhaktivinoda is overwhelmed with sadness. 
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19. Shikshashtakam Song 3 
 
1) If your mind is always absorbed in chanting the glories of Lord Krishna with 
great care, then by that process of Sri-krsna-Kirtan you will attain 
transcendental qualification. 
  
2) You should give up all false pride and always consider yourself to be 
worthless, destitute, lower and more humble than a blade of grass. 
  
3) You should practice forgiveness like that of a tree, and giving up violence 
toward other living beings, you should protect and maintain them. 
  
4) In the course of passing your life, you should never give anxiety to others, 
but rather do good to them while forgetting about your own happiness. 
  
5) When one has thus become a great soul, possessing all good qualities, one 
should abandon all desires for fame and honor and make one's heart humble. 
  
6) Knowing that Lord Krishna resides within all living creatures, one should 
with great respect consistently show honor to all beings. 
  
7) By possessing these four qualities-humility, mercifulness, respect toward 
others, and the renunciation of desires for prestige-one becomes virtuous. In 
such a state you may sing the glories of the Supreme Lord. 
  
8) Weeping, Bhaktivinoda submits his prayer at the lotus feet of the the 
Lord: “O Lord, when will you give me the qualification for possessing attributes 
such as these?” 
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20. Shikshashtakam Song 4 
 
1) My Lord: I submit the following prayer at your holy feet: I do not pray to you 
for physical leisure, for learning, wealth, or followers. 
  
2) I do not pray for heaven or salvation. I do not pray for any of these 
opulences. 
  
3) In whatever birth I take, wherever my karma leads me, let me sing the 
glories of your Holy Name birth after birth. 
  
4) This alone is my cherished hope, my aspiration, my prayer at your lotus feet: 
Let causeless and uninterrupted devotion awaken within my heart and flow 
towards you. 
  
5) Let me love your lotus feet as much as I now love sense gratification; transfer 
my affection from the objects of the senses to your lotus feet. 
  
6) In danger or success, good fortune or disaster, let me remain in equipoise. 
And let my affection for you increase day by day by the influence of the Holy 
Name. 
  
7) Whether I live as bird or beast, in heaven or in hell, let the humble 
Bhaktivinoda always cherish bhakti in his heart of hearts. 
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21. Shikshashtakam  Song 5 
 
1) I have fallen into the ocean of material existence as a result of my selfish 
activities, which are without beginning, and I see no means of deliverance from 
this great ocean of nescience. Day and night my heart burns from the poison of 
these worldly activities, and on account of this my mind never finds any 
satisfaction or happiness. 
  
2) Hundreds and thousands of desires, like nooses around my neck, constantly 
give me misery and trouble. In that great ocean of nescience play the waves of 
materialistic tendency. In this world there are many thieves and rogues, of 
whom six are prominent; lust, anger, greed, illusion, and madness. They are 
causing me great fear, and in this way my life is coming to an end. 
  
3) The two highway robbers, mental speculation and fruitive activity, have 
cheated me and misled me, and finally they are throwing me into the ocean of 
misery. At such a time as this, my dear Krishna, you are the only friend, and 
you are the ocean of mercy and compassion. I have no strength to get out of 
this ocean of nescience, so I pray to your lotus feet that you will be kind and by 
your strength uplift me from this ocean of suffering. 
  
4) Accept this fallen servant and fix me as a particle of dust on your lotus feet. 
Kindly give me shelter to this Bhaktivinoda. O most merciful Lord, actually I 
am your eternal servant, but having forgotten this I have become bound up in 
the network of maya [illusion]. 
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22. Shikshashtakam Song 6 
 
1) O Lord Hari, as a result of my offenses incurred in previous lifetimes, my 
heart has become hard as a thunderbolt, and feels no change upon chanting 
your Holy Name. Now in utter hopelessness, O Lord Hari, I loudly sing your 
name, and in great distress I call out to you again and again. 
  
2) O Lord who is compassionate towards the fallen souls! O origin of all mercy! 
Please give to me a drop of divine ecstasy and thereby save my life! 
  
3) When will an incessant stream of tears flow dripping and dripping from my 
eyes at the articulation of your Holy Name? 
  
4) When will a faltering voice choked with emotion arise in my throat, and 
when will words garbled due to ecstasy come from my mouth? 
  
5) When will my body be filled with ecstatic rapture, and when will there be 
perspiration, trembling, and a stunned sensation again and again? 
  
6) When, out of divine ecstasy, will all consciousness be lost in my pale and 
discolored body? And when will I hold onto my very life under the shelter of 
your Holy Name? 
  
7) This weeping Bhaktivinoda, who is devoid of all good intelligence, sobs, “O 
Lord, how will such a day ever be mine?” 
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23. Shikshashtakam Song 7, Part 1 
 
1) What was my condition after repeatedly chanting the Holy Name? The 
realization that “I am the eternal servant of Krishna” spontaneously became 
manifest within my heart. 
  
2) I realized that I was ensnared in the noose of maya's illusion, being trapped 
within this dull mundane universe, and that I simply experience misery in 
various ways due to separation from Lord Govinda. 
  
3) Furthermore, I realized that I do not like this worldly existence. “Where can I 
go to see Krishna?” – this was my great anxiety. 
  
4) Crying and crying, tears poured from my eyes, appearing just like torrents of 
rain in the monsoon season. 
  
5) Unable to bear separation from Lord Govinda any longer, for me the passing 
of a moment became like a hundred long ages. 
  
6) As I look about in all directions, the surface of the earth appears to be void, 
and my very life-breath feels empty. What am I doing? What am I doing? I do 
not feel at all tranquil, and the life within my body is slipping away. 
  
7) O residents of Vraja-dhama! Please save my life and show me the Lord of Sri 
Radha! Oh, please consider the prayers of this Bhaktivinoda and take him into 
His company! 
  
8) I am unable to further tolerate this separation from my Lord Sri Krishna and 
am ready to give up my life in two days or four. 
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24. Shikshashtakam Song 7, Part 2 
 
1) Upon singing the Holy Name of Govinda, a host of ecstasies arose within me 
. . . and I saw Lord Syamasundara, the best of dancing actors, standing on the 
banks of the Yamuna in the company of the daughter of Maharaja Vrsha-
bhanu. He was playing His flute with great delight at the base of a kadamba 
tree. 
  
2) Seeing the treasured Divine Couple of Vraja, my mind became unsteady and 
I lost consciousness. I do not know for how long I was unconscious, but when I 
awoke that vision of Radha and Krishna was no longer present. 
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25. Shikshashtakam Song 7, Part 3 
 
1) O my dear girlfriend! How will I maintain my life? The passing of a mere 
moment has become like a vast age of time. 
  
2) Tears flow from my eyes like torrents of rain in the month of Sravana, and 
the face of the earth has become totally void. In separation from Govinda my 
life cannot go on... please tell how I will be able to live. 
  
3) Bhaktivinoda has become very restless and again takes shelter of the Holy 
Name, calling out, “O Lord of Radha! By bestowing your audience, please save 
my life! By your mercy alone I shall not perish!” 
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26. Shikshashtakam Song 8, Part 1 
 
1) O my dear friends! Please hear my words. When the thief of my heart 
appears to me, I remain overwhelmed in pure ecstasy. 
  
2) When I scheme to see him more closely, he suddenly becomes invisible. 
Thus losing sight of him again, my soul weeps, and there is no limit to the 
unhappiness that I feel. 
  
3) Sometimes that friend of the universe takes me as one of his associates; but 
however he chooses to treat me, he is still the Lord of my life. 
  
4) By bestowing his blissful audience, he gives happiness to my soul, and he 
speaks words of love to me. But again by his absence he burns my heart, and 
he who is the treasure of my life gives distress to my soul. 
  
5) Whatever his happiness is, that is also my happiness. Therefore I do not care 
about my own happiness or distress – they are equal in all ways. 
  
6) In meeting or in separation, Bhaktivinoda knows only Krishna to be the Lord 
of his life and is made happy only by his happiness. He is the Lord of 
Bhaktivinoda's soul, and he will never be looked upon with indifference. 
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27. Shikshashtakam Song 8, Part 2 
 
 
1) Situated upon the Yoga-Pitha [the center of pleasure pastimes] surrounded 
by the eight chief gopis in a kadamba tree grove within Vrindavana with his 
beloved Radha is the holder of the flute the stealer of the hearts of all living 
beings in the universe – I lay down my life at their lotus feet. 
  
2) According to the directions of my superior Sakhi [girlfriend], I render service 
to the Divine Couple. I always consider myself a dependent maidservant of the 
lotus feet of the Divine Couple. 
  
3) Sometimes, out of great mercy, my sakhi holds my hand and speaks sweet 
words to me. Taking the betel nuts I have prepared she offers them to those 
two persons and accepts flower garlands for them in great delight. 
  
4) By some deception they periodically disappear from my sight. Not seeing the 
Divine Couple of Vraja, my heart burns in agony. 
  
5) Wherever those two may be I am certainly a humble maidservant of their 
lotus feet. I consider the ecstasies of meeting them and the agonies of 
separation from them to be exactly the same. 
  
6) In life or death, Radha and Krishna are my life and soul. May they always be 
happy, whether they choose to protect me or kill me. 
  
7) This Bhaktivinoda knows nothing beyond this. Falling down at the lotus feet 
of the sakhi whom he serves and always remaining among the associates of Sri 
Radhika he prays for the lotus feet of the Divine Couple of Vraja. 
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Bengali Pronunciation Guide 
 

 

Bengali has been one of the sweetest languages of India. In fact, 

Bengali is the closest language to Sanskrit. Most Vaisnava acaryas 

and Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu spoke Bengali. Despite the honor the 

language has held, speaking and writing Bengali has been uniquely 

difficult, as pronunciation and writing techniques are never 

consistent. It takes practice and experience to be able to write, read, 

and pronounce Bengali words and phrases properly. Even though the 

pronunciation is never the same, this guide will at least help clear 

some of the uncertainties. The Bengali language recognizes eleven 

vowels, thirty-two consonants, one nasal element, and one aspirate 

element. 

 Next: Vowels and Consonants 

VOWELS: 

  

অ আ ই ঈ উ ঊ ঋ এ ঐ ও ঔ 

a a i i u u ri e ai o au 

  

The letter “a” is pronounced as “aw” in “raw” or “o” in “go.” 
  
The letter “a” is pronounced as “a” in “father.” 
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The letter “i" is pronounced as “i” in “sin” (say “seen” with a shorter 
“ee” sound) 
  
The letter “i” is pronounced as “ee” in “seed” 
  
The letter “u” is pronounced as “u” in “should” (say “shood” with a 
shorter “oo” sound) 
The letter “u” is pronounced as “oo” in “roof” 
  
The letter “ri” is pronounced as “ri” in “rip” (say “reep” with a shorter 
“ee” sound) 
  
The letter “e” is pronounced as “ay” in “pay” (avoid adding the “y” 
sound at the end). In some words, it’s pronounced as “e” in “echo” or 
“a” in “apple.” 
  
The letter “ai” is pronounced as “oi” in “oil.” 
  
The letter “o” is pronounced as “o” in “no” (avoid the u/w sound as the 
end) 
  
The letter “au” is pronounced as “ow” in “low.” 
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CONSONANTS: 

  

ক খ গ ঘ ঙ 

ka kha ga gha na 

চ ছ জ ঝ ঞ 

ca cha ja jha na 

ট ঠ ড ঢ ণ 

ta tha da dha na 

ত থ দ ধ ন 

ta tha da dha na 

প ফ ব ভ ম 

pa pha ba bha ma 

য য় র ল 

ja ya ra la 

শ ষ স 
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sha sha sa 
 

হ ◌ং ◌ঃ 
 

ha m h 
 

          

The first set of five consonants is known as the gutturals. They are 
sounds pronounced through the throat. 
  
Gutturals 
The letter “k” is pronounced as “k” in “kite” 
  
The letter “kh” is pronounced as “ck-h” in “kick-hard” 
  
The letter “g” is pronounced as “g” in “goat” 
  
The letter “gh” is pronounced as “g-h” in “dig-hard” 
  
The letter “n” is pronounced as “n” in “song.” (Just the n, not the g. 
This is the nasal element for the gutturals) 
 
The second set of five consonants is known as the palatals. They are 
sounds pronounced through the palette. 
  
Palatals 
The letter “c” is pronounced as “ch” in “church.” 
  
The letter “ch” is pronounced as “ch-h” in “staunch-heart” 
  
The letter “j” is pronounced as “j” in “jiffy” 
  
The letter “jh” is pronounced as “dge-h” in “hedge-hog” 
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The letter “n” is pronounced as “ny” in “canyon” (This is the nasal 
element for the palatals) 
 
The third set of five consonants is known as the cerebrals. They are 
sounds pronounced through the tongue touching the roof of the 
palette. 
 
Cerebrals 
The letter “t” is pronounced as “t” in “hot” 
The letter “th” is pronounced as “t-h” in “hot-house” 
The letter “d” is pronounced as “d” in “road” 
The letter “dh” is pronounced as “d-h” in “red-hot” 
The letter “n” is pronounced as “na” in “nut.” (This is the nasal 
element for the cerebrals). 
 
The fourth set of five consonants is known as the dentals. They are 
sounds pronounced through the tongue touching the teeth. 
 
Dentals 
The letter “t” is pronounced as “t” in “hot” 
The letter “th” is pronounced as “t-h” in “hot-house” or “thick” 
The letter “d” is pronounced as “d” in “road” 
The letter “dh” is pronounced as “d-h” in “red-hot” or “th” in “though” 
The letter “n” is pronounced as “na” in “nut.” (This is the nasal 
element for the dentas). 
 
The fifth set of five consonants is known as the labials. They are 
sounds pronounced through the lips. 
 
Labials 
The letter “p” is pronounced as “p” in “popcorn.” 
The letter “ph” is pronounced as “p-h” in “up-hill” or “f” as in “foot.” 
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The letter “b” is pronounced as “b” in “baby.” If “b” is the second half 
of a combined letter, then it will be pronounced like a “w.” 
The letter “bh” is pronounced as “b-h” in “tub-hot” 
The letter “m” is pronounced as “m” in “mother.” 
 
The set of letters are known as semi-vowels, or letters that will serve 
dual-functions as consonants and vowels. 
 
Semi-vowels 
The letter “y” is pronounced as like the Bengali “a.” It is occasionally 
pronounced as “y” in “yes” or “w” as in “wait.” 

-  In combined letters, it causes the first letter to be repeated. 
Example: nitya is pronounced as “nitto.” 

-  When combined with “a”, it produces an English short “a” 
sound, like “apple.” 

The letter “j” is pronounced as “su” in “measure.” 
The letter “r” is pronounced as “r” in “right.” 
The letter “l” is pronounced as “l” in “light.” 
 
The next three letters are known as sibilants, or sounds based on a 
special hissing. 
 
Sibilants 
The letter “sh”, “sh” and “s” are pronounced like “sh” in “shine.” (The 
“s” is softer in “sh” sounds) 
The letter “h” is pronounced as “h” in “heaven.” (in Indian languages, 
it’s more aspirated than in English) 
 
The letters řa and řha are weak retroflex letters are which sound like 
Spanish “para” which has a weak r and hard d sound. The letter řha 
has a slightly harder sound. 
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The nasal element known as the anusvara is m. It is pronounced as 
“ng” in “wrong” (“g” sound is included). It assumes any appropriate 
nasal element. 
 
The aspirate element known as the visarga is h. It causes a “ha” 
sound to come. For instance, ah is pronounced as “aha” or ih is 
pronounced as “ihi.” 
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